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Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
I am delighted to welcome you to the San Diego Branch 2017 Freedom Fund 
Dinner, “Moving Forward Together For Justice And Equality.”  Your presence 
tonight sends a clear message that you support the NAACP San Diego Branch, as 
we work to fulfill our mission to ensure the political, educational, social, and 
economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate race-based 
discrimination.  I want to thank our sponsors, and special thanks to Qualcomm, 
our Title Sponsor. 
 
Together is likely to be the most successful strategy for achieving our goals.  By 
together, I mean multi-racial, multi-ethnic coalitions that include individuals of 
various ages, religions, educational backgrounds, socio-economic status, political 
alliances, gender affiliations, and all the societal groups I could not mention 
because of space limitations here—we mean everybody working together.  The 
erosion of gains that we have made as a nation, and for which the NAACP has 
fought vigorously, in education, healthcare, public safety and criminal justice, 
voting rights protections and economic opportunity makes our reasoning 
together of vital importance. 
 
In recent months, the world has witnessed the unprecedented, orchestrated 
attacks on students, immigrants, athletes, religious groups, and racial groups—
by the executive branch of the United States government.  The world has heard 
the same branch of government express sympathy for hate groups.  I believe that 
America can do better.  Clearly, now is the time to join the NAACP and to 
support the work of freedom with your time, your talent, and your treasure. 
 
I am excited that you have gathered with us tonight to celebrate the 
achievements and service of those individuals and organizations who share our 
commitment to excellence, to service, to civil rights, and to achieving our mission 
together.  Your presence here tonight suggests that the forces of hate, and the 
fear they produce, are likely to be met with a formidable resolve to fight on.  Let 
us fight on for the civil rights of all people! 
 
In your service, 
 
 
 
André J. Branch 
President  
NAACP San Diego Branch 
	

ANDRÉ J. BRANCH
President, NAACP San Diego Branch

Dear Friends and Supporters,  

We are delighted that you have joined us this evening, as we recognize and celebrate honorees 
that have devoted themselves to serving our various communities selflessly.  As we think about 
the reality that Our Voices, Our Engagement, and Our Votes Matter, we are especially grateful to 
these courageous women and men.    

Our voices will not be muffled.  Recent events nationally and locally have reminded us of the 
relevance of the NAACP, and the critical need to continue to lift our voices against injustice.  When 
women are violated and some of those in power go mum, when children are ripped away from 
their families and the government is the perpetrator, when the mentally ill are beaten comatose in 
the custody of law enforcement and concerned citizens who speak out against police brutality are 
called “outsiders”—now is not the time to be silent.  We thank you for being here tonight.  We are 
grateful for your support as we continue to speak out against discrimination and racial prejudice in 
all of its forms, in all of the institutions where they still live.  

Your engagement with the NAACP San Diego Branch—whether it be financial, direct action, or 
service on one of our sixteen standing committees—empowers our sustained engagement with 
city, state, and national government, school districts, housing providers, health care providers, and 
those in the criminal justice system to ensure equitable treatment and services for all. The NAACP 
could not be an advocate in these various arenas without you.

Our votes are critical to our survival.  Please, hear me:  our votes are critical to our survival.  We 
are witnessing an administration and a majority in the Senate who have demonstrated a flagrant 
disregard for civil rights and the values and principles for which the NAACP has fought long 
and hard.  We must vote and exercise our franchise because, frankly, our lives depend on it.  
In 25 days, on Election Day, you will have the opportunity to defeat hate, to make history.  

Let us celebrate tonight!  Allow nothing to prevent you from voting on 6 November 2018.

For Peace and Justice, I remain,
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October 12, 2018 
 
 
Greetings:  
 
Congratulations to the San Diego Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on your Annual 
Freedom Fund Dinner, “OUR VOICES, OUR ENGAGEMENT, OUR 
VOTES MATTER!” 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome each of you to this event.  Thank you as 
fellow members of the NAACP for supporting our 109-year mission to 

make equality and justice a reality for all Americans. 
   
The NAACP answers unequivocally, we choose community.  We choose to reach out, rather 
than withdraw. We choose to welcome, not turn folks away.  We understand that this is not the 
time to agonize, and we choose to stop agonizing and start organizing! Our work continues to be 
that which is needed to ensure all United States citizens are able to enjoy the benefits of living in 
the greatest nation the world has known, and the strong local presence of each NAACP unit 
across this country will always be vital to the success of our efforts. 
 
Our membership continues to be our foundation and strength.  All of you are encouraged to do 
your part by recruiting new members and mobilizing others to join in the work of the NAACP.  
We fight on together, we organize together, and we secure the blessings of liberty together.   
   
Please enjoy the hospitality of the San Diego Branch.  These NAACP branch members have 
worked long and hard to make this an exceptional occasion.  Their efforts do not go 
unrecognized.  I congratulate the officers and Executive Committee, along with the Banquet 
Committee and all who have been involved, for their outstanding efforts and a successful event.   
 
Yours in the struggle, 

 
Leon W. Russell, Chairman 
NAACP National Board of Directors 

October 6, 2017 

SAN DIEGO BRANCH NAACP

Greetings,  

I am very pleased to congratulate the San Diego Branch on the occasion of 
your Annual Freedom Fund Dinner, “Moving Forward Together for Justice 
and Equality!” I do not take lightly and endeavor to bring to the fore the 
daily sacrificial work and commitment of our branches and state 
conferences for the sake of equal opportunity and social justice for all. I 
commend your dedication to the cause.

I am also particularly grateful for the support the NAACP has received during these challenging times. We 
face a government intent on stripping away the rights of Americans of color – threatening our access to quality 
education, an unfettered ballot box, affordable health care, a clean environment and unbiased law enforcement. 
Thanks to the dedicated advocacy of members like you, we continue to launch our counterattack.  

While many policymakers in D.C. and across the nation obsess over a fictitious epidemic of voter fraud, the 
NAACP has amplified our voting rights activism. In the courts, we won nine major federal cases 
confronting a variety of voter suppression tactics, from discriminatory voter ID laws to voter intimidation to 
voter purging. In the streets, we mobilized infrequent voters and registered new ones, including thousands of 
students. 

While some of our House and Senate members scheme to strip away medical coverage from tens of 
millions of Americans, the NAACP has remained a staunch advocate for high-quality, low-cost health 
care for all. On Capitol Hill, our policy experts have lobbied Congress to advance legislation that expands 
rather than minimizes affordable health insurance. In state capitals and county seats across the nation, our 
members have called, emailed, and texted their representatives to demand they care for their constituents’ 
wellbeing. 

The challenges are great, but the NAACP is greater. Together, we diligently prepare for the work ahead, 
knowing that no matter hate’s latest incarnation, we represent many of the country’s fiercest, most 
dedicated, most experienced activists, and we will not give up.  

Congratulations again on a memorable and prosperous occasion. I am humbled by your ongoing efforts 
on behalf of the NAACP and thankful for the opportunity to join you in celebrating them.  

In solidarity, 

Derrick Johnson 
Interim President and CEO 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
4805 MT. HOPE DRIVE • BALTIMORE, MD 21215-3297 • (410) 580-5777

DERRICK JOHNSON
Interim President & Chief Executive Officer
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October 12, 2018 
 
 
SAN DIEGO BRANCH NAACP: 
 
I am pleased to extend greetings and congratulations as you convene for 
your Annual Freedom Fund Dinner, OUR VOICES, OUR ENGAGEMENT, 
OUR VOTES MATTER!  Thank you for your ongoing efforts on behalf of the 
NAACP and our mission of justice and equality for all.  It is my privilege to 
serve alongside you.     
 
We are facing challenging times, but NAACP members continue to show their strength. Policymakers in 
D.C. and across the nation have launched blatant assaults on our communities, undermining 
advancements in voting rights, education, health care, environmental protection, affordable housing, and 
criminal justice. Thanks to the dedicated advocacy of members like you, we continue to launch our 
counterattack.  
 
We are reminded daily that civic engagement is the most powerful weapon in our arsenal. Our vote is our 
currency – in every election. If we do not vote, we’ll never be able to make substantial strides on the issues that 
matter most to our communities.  The work of our branches to education, motivate, and mobilize voters is 
essential to the progression of our civil and human rights, and to our ability to impact the formation of public 
policy so that our children can pursue the future we desire for them.  You are the power of this Association; 
our value comes from the 2200 NAACP units across this country. 
 
As we gear up for the 2018 midterm elections, we must not lose sight of the milestones to follow. The 2020 
Census, for one, will dramatically shape the wellbeing of our communities. We are hard at work to combat 
the imminent threat that the Census will substantially undercount African Americans and other people of 
color, causing inequalities in political representation and deficiencies in federal funding. The next 5 years – 
from the midterm elections to the Census, redistricting, and the next presidential election – will shape our 
political climate for years to come.  
 
As with our forebears and stalwarts who paved the way before us, we today find ourselves in a fight – for 
our livelihoods, but in many cases also for our very lives.  Yes, the challenges are great, but the NAACP is 
greater; representing many of the country’s fiercest, most dedicated, most experienced activists and 
pioneers of the cause.    
 
In solidarity, 
 
 
Derrick Johnson 
President and CEO 
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thank you for your support of the san diego naacp!

Unite Here! Local 30
United Association of Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 230

San Diego City College

Qualcomm
San Diego Gas & Electric

Wells Fargo

Assembly Member Shirley Weber
California Western School of Law

First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego
Gamlin-Taylor

Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community
Nile Sisters Development Initiative

Palomar College
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., Omicron Iota Sigma Chapter

Port of San Diego
San Diego Gas & Electric

San Diego State University - College of Education
San Diego State University - Division of Student Affairs (two tables)

San Diego State University - Fowler College of Business
San Diego State University - Office of the Provost

Solved Engineering
Southwestern College

Qualcomm
UC San Diego 

bronze

silver

gold

table



Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise,
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last,
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.

Lift Every Voice & Sing
By James Weldon Johnson



Thank You
silent auction contributors

ABC10 News
Jerry Berberet
Barbara Binns
Belmont Park 

Petrina Burnham Branch
Chargers

Linda Cochran Johnson
Gloria Daviston

Zeta Greene
Interior Design Consultation www.carolspong.com

Kona Kai Resort and Spa
 Diane Langworthy

Living Coast Discovery Center 
Robert MacPherson (Artist) www.robertmacpherson.com

Natural History Museum 
New Children's Museum 

North Coast Repertory Theatre 
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center

San Diego Air and Space Museum 
San Diego Children's Discovery Museum 

San Diego Padres
San Diego Museum of Art 

San Diego State University www.goaztecs.com
Sheryl Summerfield Estate

Annie Sidberry
Skin Plus by Maja Hicks www.skinplus.org

Stitchin' by the River: www.etsy.com/shop/stitchinbytheriver
Quilt ’In With Soul Fabrics 619 208-1582

Dianna Thomas www.purses-by-dianna-thomas.myshopify.com
I. Ellen Titchenal

Torres Enterprises (Landscaping) 760 594-6894
USS Midway



Mistress of
Ceremonies
dr. helen v.

griffith

Dr. Helen Griffith, named an Educational Pioneer by San Diego Magazine in 2013, has specialized 
in new school start-up & redesign, school transformation, leadership development, and educational 
entrepreneurship. To date, Dr. Griffith is the first and only African-American female in San Diego to 
have opened three new schools. 

In 2007, Dr. Griffith was appointed one of the administrators of the newly constructed Lincoln High 
School, joining a team tasked with opening four small schools on one campus. In 2008, she was 
appointed to open Millennial Tech Middle School as the founding principal. During her tenure the 
school achieved a 40-point growth in student achievement gains. In 2012, she was selected as the CEO 
of еȝ Civic High, an innovative school inside the San Diego Public Library. It has been named one of the 
top 41 most innovative K-12 schools in America and was recently named as a partnership school with 
UCSD, which grants eligible еȝ scholars acceptance to UCSD along with financial support. Dr. Griffith’s 
work was highlighted by the KVIE documentary series  Inside California Education .

Dr. Griffith has earned numerous professional honors for her work in education, including the 
2010 Educator of the Year award from the California League of Middle Schools, Region 9, and 
Outstanding Educator of the Year award from Lambda Kappa Mu; Phi Delta Kappa’s 2007 award for 
Outstanding African-American Educator of the Year; the 2013 Excellence in Education award from 
the San Diego Monitor News; the Outstanding Alumni Award for Diversity and Inclusion from San 
Diego State University; and the Outstanding Alumni Award from UC San Diego’s Black Student 
Association. In May 2016 she participated in the National Summit on Teacher Diversity, in 
Washington D.C., at the invitation of Congresswoman Susan Davis. Countless individuals have been 
impacted by her transformational leadership in the field of education, and it is her personal mission 
to continue to give her life in service to others. 

Educational Innovator 



Dinner Program
African Drumming

Mistress of Ceremonies

Presentation of Colors

Invocation

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Welcome and Acknowledgement of
Guests and Sponsors, Recognition of
Life Members

Musical Selection

Dinner

Outstanding Student Awards

Poetry Performance

Community Service Awards

Musical Selection

President’s Awards

Benediction

Extreme Rahim Entertainment

Dr. Helen Griffith
CEO/Executive Director, e3 Civic High

9th and 10th Cavalry Association
San Diego Chapter Buffalo Soldiers

Rev. Dr. Eugenio Raphael
St. Paul United Methodist Church

Gloria Daviston, Pianist 

Dr. André Branch, President

Erisa Nicole, Saxophonist

Dr. Helen Griffith

Jor’Denay Collier
San Diego ACT-SO Gold Medalist    
  

Gloria Daviston

Erisa Nicole

Dr. André J. Branch

Rev. Dr. Eugenio Raphael

The Silent Auction closes at 8:00 pm. The winners will be announced approximately 15 minutes thereafter.



President's
Award

THe Honorable
xavier becerra

On January 24, 2017, Xavier Becerra was sworn in as the 33rd Attorney General of the State 
of California, and is the first Latino to hold the office in the history of the state.

The State’s chief law enforcement officer, Attorney General Becerra has decades of experience 
serving the people of California through appointed and elected office, where he has fought 
for working families, the vitality of the Social Security and Medicare programs and issues to 
combat poverty among the working poor. He has also championed the state’s economy by 
promoting and addressing issues impacting job generating industries such as health care, 
clean energy, technology, and entertainment.

Attorney General Becerra previously served 12 terms in Congress as a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives. While in Congress, Attorney General Becerra was the first 
Latino to serve as a member of the powerful Committee on Ways and Means, served as 
Chairman of the House Democratic Caucus, and was Ranking Member of the Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Social Security.

Prior to serving in Congress, Attorney General Becerra served one term in the California 
Legislature as the representative of the 59th Assembly District in Los Angeles County. He is 
a former Deputy Attorney General with the California Department of Justice. The Attorney 
General began his legal career in 1984 working in a legal services office representing the 
mentally ill.

Born in Sacramento, California, Attorney General Becerra is the son of working-class 
parents and was the first in his family to receive a four-year degree, earning his 
Bachelor of Arts in Economics from Stanford University. He earned his Juris Doctorate from 
Stanford Law School. His mother was born in Jalisco, Mexico, and immigrated to the United 
States after marrying his father. He is married to Dr. Carolina Reyes, and they are the proud 
parents of three daughters: Clarisa, Olivia and Natalia.

California Attorney General



The California Innocence Project (CIP) is a law school clinic, founded in 1999 at 
California Western School of Law, dedicated to freeing the innocent, training law students, and 
changing laws and policies in the state of California.  CIP receives more than 2,500 requests 
for assistance from inmates annually.  

Since its inception, CIP has freed 28 people from prison who have served more than 340 
years in prison for crimes they did not commit.   In addition, CIP has trained more than 
300 students that have gone on to become judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys and civil 
practitioners throughout the country.   CIP has worked to improve the criminal 
justice system by testifying and providing evidence in support of 11 different 
pieces of legislation, including four that have been signed into law in the last few years.   

CIP is looking forward to the next exoneration and hopes to continue to improve the justice 
system while training the next wave of freedom fighters.

[Photo caption:] California Innocence Project Director Justin Brooks and client Brian Banks, 
moments after he was exonerated on May 24, 2012. Banks spent nearly six years in prison for 
a crime he did not commit. 

Community
Service Honoree

CALIFornia innocence project



Community
Service Honoree

eugene "mitch"
mitchell

Eugene “Mitch” Mitchell is Vice President of State Government Affairs and External Affairs 
for San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas). 
Mitchell is responsible for state governmental affairs for both California utilities and oversees 
external affairs activities for SDG&E. Prior to his current position; Mitchell was responsible 
for state governmental affairs for both California utilities. 

Prior to joining SoCalGas in 2005, Mitchell served as vice president of public policy and 
communications at the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce where he worked with 
the Chamber's members and diverse volunteer base to develop a public policy agenda that is 
favorable to the business climate and standard of living in San Diego. He was also in charge of 
representing the Chamber and its members' public policy positions to local, state and federal 
officials.

Previously, Mitchell was director of governmental relations for American Medical 
Response, the nation's largest ambulance transportation firm. From 1996 to 1997, he served as 
assistant director of governmental relations for the San Diego Mayor's Office under 
Mayor Susan Golding, overseeing the city's legislative priorities and advising the mayor on 
policy issues. Prior to working at the mayor's office, Mitchell was the director of governmental 
relations for the San Diego City Fire Fighters Local 145 IAFF, one of the city's largest labor 
unions.

Mitchell is an active member of the community. He has served for several years on the 
board of directors for the Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank and the New Children’s 
Museum, and is also currently on the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, San Diego Museum 
of Art, the Voice of San Diego and the California Asian Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors. He previously served on the boards of the San Diego Opera and Burn Institute 
and San Diego Union-Tribune Citizen Editorial board. Mitchell was also once a governor’s 
appointee to the Little Hoover Commission. In 2009, Mitchell was selected as one of the nine 
civic and community leaders to receive LEAD San Diego’s Visionary Award. 

Mitchell earned his bachelor's degree in political science from University of Redlands.

Vice President, State Governmental Affairs and 
External Affairs for San Diego Gas & Electric 

and Southern California Gas Company



Community
Service Honoree

rebecca 
paida

A former refugee, Rebecca Paida is intimately aware of the health disparities as well as the 
social and economic challenges people face when relocating to a new community. This 
experience fuels her passion for service to underrepresented populations.

An alumna of San Diego State University, Paida earned her bachelor of arts degree in 
public administration with a minor in Africana studies. She later achieved a master’s degree in 
public health with an emphasis on health education from Loma Linda University. 

She is a certified health education specialist and holds a certificate of nonprofit management.

Paida is a member of several professional organizations, including American College of 
Healthcare Executives and the American Public Health Association (APHA). She chairs the 
San Diego Refugee Forum (2017-2019) and sits on the Community Advisory Board (CAB) 
of the Altman Clinical and Translational Research Institute (ACTRI) at the University of 
California, San Diego.

Senior Program Manager, Nile Sisters 
Developmental Initiative



Community
Service Honoree

eric
rivera

Vice President for Student Affairs at 
San Diego State University

Eric Rivera has dedicated his life to advancing access, student success and achievement for all 
students in higher education. Mr. Rivera’s career in higher education spanned four institutions across 
the country and two of the largest state university systems in the nation (California State University 
and State University of New York).

Born and raised in the Bronx in New York City to immigrant parents who did not speak English, 
Mr. Rivera was the first in his family to go away and graduate from college. He experienced firsthand 
the complexity and challenges of navigating college, facing obstacles his peers didn’t experience. This 
experience formed the foundation of his motivation to align campus resources with student access 
and student success strategies. 

Under his current leadership as Vice President for Student Affairs at SDSU, the division significantly 
expanded learning communities and student support centers – such as the Black Resource Center, 
Commuter Resource Center, the Pride Center, Women’s Resource Center, and the Undocumented 
Resource Area. Mr. Rivera built the nationally recognized Aztec Parents Program which connects 
families to the university through meaningful programs.

During Mr. Rivera’s 22 years at SDSU, he has played important roles in developing 
transformational educational opportunities, enhancing and expanding the campus’s physical 
landscape, and leveraging SDSU’s rich diversity to maximize the personal and academic 
success of all students. The university was recognized by The Education Trust as one of only 26 
universities in the country that have increased graduation rates for all students while nearly eliminating 
achievement gaps among ethnic and racial groups. At SDSU, while the overall graduation rate is 75.3%, 
African American students are graduating at 72.0%; Latino students at 72.5%; and low-income first-
generation students in the Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) are graduating at 71.1%.

Mr. Rivera’s professional affiliations include the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators 
(NASPA), Council for the Advancement & Support of Education (CASE), Association for the Study 
of Higher Education, and Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities (ASHE & HACU). In 
addition to his professional associations, Mr. Rivera is very active in the community. He was a 
member of the San Diego Community College Trustee's Advisory Board and the City of San Diego 
Otay Mesa Planning Group. Mr. Rivera was appointed by the Mayor and City Council to various 
leadership roles. He currently sits on the San Diego Gas and Electric Advisory Board.

Mr. Rivera’s awards include two SDSU Presidential Top 25 awards, an Abrazo and the NASPA Latino 
Knowledge Community's Outstanding Senior Student Affairs Officer.



Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated, was founded on January 16, 1920, at Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., by five strong, principled coeducational students who 
possessed a great deal of modesty, strength of character and pride in academic achievement. 
They were Arizona Cleaver Stemons, Pearl Anna Neal, Myrtle Tyler Faithful, Viola Tyler 
Goings and Fannie Pettie Watts. 

To these women, Zeta was more than an organization—it was a movement. It was a belief 
system that reflected, at its core, the desire to provide true service, to embrace scholarship, 
to set a standard for sisterly love and to define the noble concept of finer womanhood. Zeta's 
national and local programs include the endowment of its National Educational Foundation 
community outreach services and support of multiple affiliate organizations. 

The Mu Sigma Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated, was chartered on April 
5, 1984. This chapter serves San Diego County through scholarships and community service 
projects.  Its signature event held in April is “Zeta to a Tea, Military Women Rock!” The event 
honors women who have or are serving our country in the military. The money raised from 
the event funds scholarships given annually to young ladies in our community. 

Mu Sigma Zeta Chapter

Community Service Honoree
zeta phi beta sorority inc.



Community Service Honoree
phi beta sigma fraternity inc.

Omicron Iota Sigma Chapter

The Omicron Iota Sigma alumni graduate chapter was chartered on March 11, 2010 by Brother 
Harvey Cole, Bro. Leigh Cole, Bro. Anthony Winston III, Bro. Bryon Garner, Bro. Anthony 
Martin, Bro. Tommy Mitchell, Bro. Vincent Willis, Bro. Staysea Hodge and Bro. Tracy Morris.

The alumni chapter plays a central role in helping alumni renew old friendships, make new 
acquaintances, network professionally, attend to the business of the fraternity, and learn what is 
happening within our community.

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity's membership includes more than 100,000 college-educated, 
dynamic, community service driven, diverse and professional men. Members 
benefit from well-defined networking and support systems within the fraternity that offer 
international linkages. They also have opportunities to exercise their leadership potential and 
utilize numerous other talents and skills within the fraternity and the 
community. Sigma men serve the community through such activities as:

	 •	 Conducting	community	service	driven	projects
	 •	 Participating	with	voluntary	organizations	in	providing	services
	 •	 Providing	scholarships
	 •	 Contributing	to	organized	charities
	 •	 Promoting	voter	education	and	voter	registration
	 •	 Promoting	HIV/AIDS	awareness	through	the	Conversation	Among	Brothers		
  program in conjunction with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)



Community
Service Honoree

san diego 
people of color 

quilt guild

The San Diego People of Color Quilt Guild was organized on February 22, 1997. The Quilt Guild’s 
goals are to:

	 •	 provide	a	forum	for	the	continuation	of	the	tradition	of	quilting	as	an	art	and	as	a		 	
  method of recording history and storytelling;
	 •	 promote	interest	in	all	forms	of	quilting	and	textile	arts	to	bring	quilting	to		the	
  attention of our community; and
	 •	 endeavor	to	pursue	the	recognition	of	quilting	as	a	true	national	art	form	and	as	an		
  expressive medium equal to painting, sculpture and the dramatic arts.

The first Quilt Guild meeting was held at Malcolm X Library and its meetings continue to be held at 
this library with staff that have continued to support the Quilt Guild's goals. These meetings always 
include sharing of creations and learning old and new techniques. On the last Saturday in February, 
the Quilt Guild holds a show that is free to the public. Quilts using various mediums and other arts 
and crafts are displayed. In addition, during the show, club members demonstrate and teach quilting 
techniques and projects. A quilt created by its members is raffled off and the majority of the proceeds 
are donated to Malcolm X Library. Friends of the Malcolm X Library use the funds to assist with com-
munity projects and to pay for speakers and teachers. At the end of the show, baby quilts, which have 
been created by Quilt Guild members, are given to representatives from the Navy and the Marines to 
be placed in diaper bags that the military donates to service members in need. In addition, members 
also donate quilts to community members who are ill or to commemorate a death.

The Quilt Guild is the only predominately African American quilt guild in the county of San 
Diego. It takes seriously its focus on African American and African creations and sharing this with all 
communities. The Quilt Guild has been invited to display its quilts as a group in the San Diego Quilt 
Show and members have entered quilts in the San Diego County Fair and other shows in and beyond 
San Diego County. Members have spoken, shared, displayed and taught the significance of the quilts 
used during the underground railroad and other times of African American history at Mesa College, 
churches and during other events and forums. Currently members are assisting children to create 
memory quilts and are in discussion with an organization about conducting a series of classes for boys 
and girls to introduce quilting and share the medium with a new generation. Quilting has and always 
will be a part of African American cultural heritage and the San Diego People of Color Quilt Guild will 
continue to maintain and to elevate this tradition.



Outstanding
Student Honoree 

yosief
abraham

Yosief Abraham comes from a family with African roots: both his mother and father fled a 
war-stricken country to raise Yosief and his siblings in America. It was a new place, a new 
challenge for them; however they never complained and always took care of their children. 

Yosief ’s parents have had high expectations for him from a young age, and have always told 
him that “the only way to succeed in America is through education.” Because of this, Yosief 
feels that he must go to college. He is determined to go to college—even though he knows 
getting there will not be easy. Every day, he strives to be the best person he can be, to get the 
best grade in class, to be the best athlete on the team, and to be valedictorian of his class, like 
his sister. 

He is willing to put in the work to make his dreams come true. He says that, although his 
dream is simple, it’s powerful because it’s the same as everyone’s dream: to be successful. 
Yosief takes his inspiration from Colin Powell, who once stated, “A dream doesn't become 
reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination and hard work.” So, every day Yosief 
challenges himself. He goes to school eager to learn, taking the most rigorous courses 
available. Why? To succeed in being the valedictorian. To succeed in being the best student 
he can be. Obstacles will come and go, but he must persevere. Yosief Abraham will not let 
anything stop him from succeeding.



Outstanding
Student Honoree 

amy
amoah

Amy Amoah is a senior at Eastlake High School and a dedicated member of her school's 
Titan Buddies Club, which seeks to increase interaction and empathy between special-
education and general-education students. She is interested in pursuing a career in medicine 
after earning her undergraduate degree. 

In her junior year, she became involved with the NAACP’s  Afro-Academic, Cultural, 
Technological and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO), a yearlong achievement program designed 
to recruit, stimulate, and encourage high academic and cultural achievement among African-
American high school students.

Amy competed in the humanities category of Original Essay, earning an honorable mention 
on a research essay about child sex abuse (CSA). Though the topic was difficult to tackle, Amy 
is passionate about exploring the psychological consequences of CSA in hopes of discovering 
new ways to better educate children about CSA and treat the physical and emotional trauma 
following abuse.



Outstanding
Student Honoree 

jor'denay
collier

Jor’Denay Collier is a sophomore at Eastlake High School. She served as president of the class 
of 2021 for the 2017-2018 year. She is currently her school’s Black Student Union president. 

She began writing at an early age as an outlet for challenging life experiences. She later 
discovered that what she was writing was a type of poetry called “spoken word.” Jor’Denay 
has now begun performing her pieces. 

Jor’Denay recently participated in the NAACP regional ACT-SO competition winning a 
gold medal for her poetry performance and a silver medal for her written piece. As the gold 
winner for the regional competition, she was awarded the opportunity to compete in the 
NAACP national ACT-SO competition in San Antonio, Texas. In Texas, she auditioned for a 
role in the awards ceremony program and, out of 700 participants, was one of the nine actors 
chosen to perform. 

In connection with the awards ceremony program, she was able to work personally with 
Beyonce's choreographer, Anthony Burrell, and shared the stage with actors Anthony 
Anderson and DeRon Horton. 

Jor’Denay continues to use her growing platform to inspire those around her.



Outstanding
Student Honoree 

Angel 
rios

Angel Rios grew up in a household with four older brothers and one very determined and 
loving mother. When Angel and his brothers were younger, their mother worked three jobs 
while dealing with family challenges. But she had one goal in mind, and that was to give her 
sons a better life. She worked hard for many years and eventually she was able to buy a house 
that is the family’s home to this day. 

Angel affirms that without his mother, he would not be the young man he is today: an 11th 
grader at Lincoln High School who plays varsity football and takes three AP classes while 
still maintaining a grade point average above a 4.00. Angel likes to be an active member of 
his community and helps others in need, which is why his goal in life is to go to college and 
graduate with a degree in software engineering. He would like to get a well-paying job so 
that he will be able to help his community and, more importantly, the person who has made 
everything possible for him: his loving mother, Elvia Rios. 

Angel says he still has a lot to learn about how to be helpful to his community and others, but 
that, in order to do so, he will keep his goal in mind and maintain a can-do attitude. After all, 
he has an outstanding role model.



THE EarLY YEarS
In 1917, realizing the hunger for social justice among the one thousand African American residents 
of San Diego, W. E. B. Du Bois, one of the towering intellectuals of the past century, traveled from 
Los Angeles to San Diego as part of his western states tour on behalf of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. Having previously surveyed the city in 1913, and as editor of The Crisis 
and a national board member, he undoubtedly was aware of the burning desire of certain individuals to 
form a branch of the NAACP.

a brief history of the
san diego naacp branch

Image above:  1917 Organizing Committee of the San Diego Branch NAACP (W.E.B. Du Bois standing third from left)

Excerpt from The Struggle for Equality in "America's Finest City": 
A History of the NAACP by Robert Fikes, Jr.



Image above: Picketing the Victory Theatre on Imperial Avenue, 1945.

THE poSTWAr ErA
The undeserved reputation of a branch infiltrated by radicals like Lohr and socialist professor Harry C. 
Steinmetz did not deter its most historically significant leader to date: Jack Johnson Kimbrough, a gentlemanly, 
refined dentist from Lexington, Mississippi who arrived here from UC-Berkeley in 1935 and elected president 
in 1947. Humiliated and angered at having been refused a snack at a downtown “greasy spoon,” Kimbrough and 
Gordon H. Stafford, a white integrationist and branch board member, methodically devised plans for redress 
that made them pioneers in anti-discrimination tactics at the dawn of the civil rights revolution. Taking full 
advantage of that amended state law the branch was responsible for in 1923, Kimbrough recruited a group of black 
and white students at San Diego State College, carefully rehearsed them to act as customers and witnesses targeting 
white-owned restaurants where they fully expected the black students would be denied service. The already seated 
white students would observe what transpired for testimony in court that was sure to follow. Using this innovative 
scheme they filed and won 31 of its 32 lawsuits against the restaurants, usually with court awards to plaintiffs of 
$300 per case that was split between the students and their attorney. Kimbrough followed up this triumph with the 
desegregation of the Grant Grill at the prestigious U.S. Grant Hotel in 1948.



for additional history of the 
san diego naacp, go to our website: 

sandiegonaacp.org

resurgence in the 60s and 70s

In December 1964, NAACP executive secretary Roy Wilkins came to town and denounced California’s 
Proposition 14, a measure designed to nullify the Rumsford Fair Housing Act that was overwhelmingly approved 
by voters but later declared unconstitutional. The following year Wilkins slammed the San Diego school board’s 
handling of race-related matters which made newspaper headlines and forced board officials to address problems 
in the district. On March 29, 1964, San Diego NAACP president Hartwell W. Ragsdale ordered a limousine to do 
an airport pick-up of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. because, he said: “Having Dr. King here had meaning to me. It was 
the greatest thing associated with my life.” On a sweep through West Coast states to bring attention to widespread 
housing discrimination, a rather exhausted King stopped off at branch headquarters at 2601 Imperial Avenue to 
meet with Ragsdale and his staff. They discussed a fair housing bill pending in Congress. 



2017-2018 executive committee

officers
President
1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 

Dr. André J. Branch
Clovis Honoré
Khalada Salaam-Alaji
Diane Langworthy
Lieutenant Benjamin Kelso

Petrina Branch
Linda Cochran-Johnson
Steve Dorner
Brittany McKnight
Frank Petersen

Carol Spong
Sherry Strothers
Kenya Taylor
Tenace
Mary Tesfaldet
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Allie Akmal
Linda Cochran-Johnson
Barbara Binns

Gloria Daviston
Diane Langworthy
Brittany McKnight
Khalada Salaam-Alaji
Tenace

members at large
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dinner committee



The Honorable Alfred Haines
Charles H. Dodge

E.J. Gentry
Dennis V. Allen

John Craft
Rebecca Craft

Edward W. Anderson
Richard E. Roundtree, Esq.

Theodore M. Brinson
Marvin J. Porter
Claude D. Jolly

Dr. Edward A. Bailey
Mercer Z. Ray

Dr. Jack Kimbrough
Rev. John Lewis
Rev. T.E. Cobbs

Ruth Green
Hartwell W. Ragsdale

Dr. Walter J. Porter
James McCann
Tom Johnson

Charles E. Johnson
Charles Reid

Dr. Charles W. Thomas
Sonja Reid

Rev. Gerri Warren
Rev. Robert Ard

Theodore W. McNeal
Mamie Louis Greene

Curtis Moring, Sr.
The Honorable Daniel Weber

Frank Jordan
Rev. Willie E. Manley

The Honorable Randa M. Trapp
Petrina M. Burnham Branch, Esq.

Douglas A. Oden, Esq.
Lei-Chala I. Wilson, Esq.

Past PresidentsPast Presidents



What is ACTSO? 
The NAACP’s Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific 
Olympics (ACT-SO) is a yearlong achievement program designed to 
recruit, stimulate, and encourage high academic and cultural 
achievement among African-American high school students. 
ACT-SO includes 32 competitions in STEM, humanities, business, 
and performing, visual and culinary arts. Almost 300,000 young 
people have participated from the program since its inception. 
If you’re willing to work, we’re willing to work with you. All amateur 
African-American High School Students (Freshman thru Senior) are 
welcome in ACT-SO. 

Are there prizes? 
Beyond getting better at what you do?  Yes!  San Diego ACT-SO 
participants won an average of nearly $300 in scholarships last 
year, and one went to the National competition at our expense! 

How does it work? 
Throughout the year, we set up speakers, mentors and activities to 
help participants reach their potential.  The local competition will 
be in April of 2019, and students who win Gold will go on to 
compete nationally in July 2019. 

Sign up at: 
sandiegonaacp.org/actso-student

Succeeding together because we ACT-SO

Get better. 
Get recognized. 
Get there.

Our showcase will 
be held on 

April 27, 2019

Afro-Academic 
Cultural 

Technological 
Scientific 
Olympics

CONTACT

sandiegonaacp.org/actso

actso@sandiegonaacp.org

@naacp.sandiego.actso

@sdactso

619-567-9149

Want to help? 
We need judges, mentors 
and other volunteers.  Sign 
up at sandiegonaacp.org/
actso-volunteer



solvedeng.com

LOWERING THE COST OF RELIABLE 
ENERGY ONE LIFE AT A TIME.



congratulations to the san diego branch
of the naacp

our love and support to you at your annual
freedom fund dinner

From  The  Vallejo   NAACP



Congratulations to all the NAACP  
Freedom Fund 2018 Honorees 

 
On behalf of the members and officers of the  

United Association of Plumbers & Steamfitters Local Union 230 
Mike Hartley 

Business Manager/Financial Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 

James Cunningham 
Business Representative 

 

Jim Hardie 
Business Representative 

 

Dan Goar 
Vice President 

Steve Beringer 
Business Representative 

 

Barry Kenny 
President/Organizer 

 

Bernadette Butkiewicz 
Organizer 

www.ualocal230.org 

 
 
 

 

 
Military Appreciation Luncheon 

We look forward to honoring the men and women who have served our country! 
 

Keynote Speaker: 

 
RDML Alvin Holsey, USN 

Special Guest: CAPT Roy Love, USN 

Saturday, November 10th, 2019, 11:00 am 

Admiral Baker Clubhouse 
2400 Admiral Baker Rd #3604 
San Diego, CA 
 

Individual tickets $55 
 
To purchase tickets or sponsorships, visit:  
sandiegonaacp.org/vets 

 

For more information, contact Sherry Strothers: 
**Sponsorships available; show YOUR support!**   
armedservices@sandiegonaacp.org 

(619) 354-9194 



SDSU’S BLACK RESOURCE CENTER 
PROMOTES BLACK EXCELLENCE

THE BLACK RESOURCE CENTER at San Diego State University promotes scholarship, fosters leadership, and 
supports personal and professional growth for students representing the African diaspora. The BRC, which opened last 
year through a student-led initiative, is a home away from home, a hub for programming and resources, and a place to 
celebrate the university’s legacy of Black excellence and leadership that stretches back more than 110 years. sdsu.edu

09-18-271 DSA Freedom FUnd BRC AD-F.indd   1 9/20/18   10:28 AM

 San Diego County Hotel & Food Service Workers’ Union

Proudly Supports the
San Diego NAACP

Follow us:              @UniteHere30                        UniteHereLocal30  
2436 Market St., San Diego, CA 

92102
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Apply Now!
sdcity.edu

200+ DEGREES
& CERTIFICATES

@ City!

The San Diego Promise provides two years of 
tuition at City College for first-time, full-time 

students who qualify. 

To Donate: bit.ly/2lZTSw6

Support Free Community College
& The San Diego Promise! 

Since 1914

@
Follow Your Dreams @ City!

To
President André J. Branch

And Our Friends in the 
NAACP San Diego Branch

Congratulations!

On the Occasion of Your 
2018 Freedom Fund Dinner

Alice and Marvin Faulk







From inventing one of the most comprehensive and robust fire risk mitigation programs 

to help protect people, to building an advanced weather network to better prepare for 

extreme weather events, and investing in innovative technologies and equipment to 

mitigate the effects of climate change — we’re dedicated to taking care of our community, 

and the planet we all share. 

Congratulations to the dedicated men and women of SDG&E®, IBEW, CAL FIRE and others 

who made this award possible.

Watch the video at: sdge.com/EdisonAward

2018 EDISON AWARD WINNER
Edison Electric Institute’s highest honor

© 2018 San Diego Gas & Electric Company. All copyright and trademark rights reserved.


